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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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Above shows the happy baptizing 
of a man 58 years old, saved in 


the Freeport revival. Rev. H. I. 
Newell, pastor of the United Breth- 
ren Church baptized twenty-eight 
in the placid waters of a beautiful 
stream Sunday afternoon, August 
3rd. Although some of those bap- 
tized were. converts of the revival, 
it is significant that many, if not 
most of them, were older Christians 
who during the blessings of the re- 


.vivat became convicted of their du- 


ty to follow Christ in baptism. We 
have not yet heard from the First 
Baptist Church, but. we know that 
some were to be baptized as soon 
as the pastor, Rev. Aubrey P. 
White, returned from his vacation. 


He was present during the first- 


half of the revival. One woman, 
68 years old, saved in the revival, 
told me she would be haptized as 


soon as possible. 


Our Saviour set us this beauti- 
ful example. Re came to the River 


Jordan and there was baptized by 


John the Baptist, saying, ‘Thus 
it becometh us to fulfill all right- 
(Matt. 3:15). It is be- 
coming for Christians to follow 
Christ’s example. And in the Great 
Commission, Jesus plainly. com- 


=. manded that new converts in ‘all 


nations “even unto the end of the 
world’ should be baptized: Bap- 
tism pictures the burial and resur- 
rection of Christ, and proclaims 
that the new convert has reckoned 
himself dead to sin and intends to 
live a resurrected life to the glory 
of God. Romans 6:4, 5 says: 


‘Therefore we are buried 
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with him. by baptism into 
death: that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in new- 
ness of life. For if we have 
been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall 
be also in the likeness of his 
resurrection.” 


Dear reader, if you have not 
obeyed Christ’s plain command, 
then you are a disobedient child 
and have failed fo give the testi- 
mony Christ commanded. How 
sweet it is to obey! And you will 
find a joy you did not dream of 
when you surrender yourself whol- 
ly to the will of God. and follow 
Christ’s example and command in 
being baptized. Do not let these 
modern unbelievers who chop up 
the Bible and throw most of it 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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Christians And Hitler 


Are You A 
Conscientious 
Objector? 


BY N. P. STEVESON 


Chief Pharmacist’s Mate, U. S. 
Navy Yard Dispensary, U. 8S. 
Navy Yard, Philadelphia, Pa. 


I am! I conscientiously object to 
any American citizen and especial- 
ly any Christian who now enjoys 
freedom of speech, freedom of the 
press and freedom of religious wor- 
ship, taking advantage of that free- 
dom to try to teach others that de- 
fending our country is contrary to 
God’s will. The doctrine that a 
Christian can not bear arms under 
any circumstances is not based on 
scripture. To teach others such a 
doctrine shows a gross lack of grat- 
itude to God for His bountiful 
blessings upon our nation. 

This article, by an enlisted mem- 
ber of Uncle Sam’s fighting forces, 
who is happy-to acknowledge the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his personal 
Saviour and sin-bearer, is being 
written to refute, from the word of 
God, and personal experience, the 
erroneous belief that one who has 
been born again and is walking in 
daily fellowship with his Lord can 
not serve in the Army or Navy. It 
is written with a prayer that God 
will use it for the comfort and edi- 
fication of the many Christian sol- 
diers, sailors and marines who may 
have been troubled by this ques- 
tion, as was the writer at one time. 
It appears to the author that such 
an article is much needed at this 
time of world crisis and confusion. 

Recently a young man said, ‘“The 
Bible says “Thou shalt not kill,’ 
therefore as a Christian I can not 
fight.” 

Another person asked, “How can 
you call yourself a Christian, and 
be.a part of that murder ma- 
chine ?” 

Still another quoted a well known 
historian of the early church as 
writing that “. .. Jesus Christ, by 
disarming Peter, disarmed every 
soldier afterwards.” 

People who seize upon the text, 
“Thou shalt not kill” as a basis for 
not bearing arms, fail to note that 
it was written to the individual, 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 
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THE VAST ISSUES INVOLVED IN._ THE CAREER OF THE 
BLOODY, DEVIL-POSSESSED MADMAN OF EUROPE 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


Now that Hitler has broken his 
treaty with Russia and has set out 
in Russia to gain his ends by ag- 
gression, wholesale killings and 
robbery as he has in other coun- 
tries he has overrun, Hitler is seek- 
ing the backing of Christians. 
Throughout Europe he has sent his 
propaganda, and even in South 
America, trying to raise a united 
movement against Communism, 
and picturing himself a friend of 
religion and the enemy of atheism. 
But sensible and informed people 
know that Hitler is a greater ene- 
my of Christianity and of civiliza- 
tion than even Stalin. The Scrip- 
ture tells us that God makes the 
wrath of men to praise Him. He 
used the idolatrous king, Nebuch- 
adnezzar, to chasten his own peo- 
ple, Israel, to detroy Jerusalem, and 
to kill many thousands and lead 
the remnant ~away into captivity. 
And so God can use Russia, god- 
less, communistic, atheistic Russia, 
to punish the madman Hitler, and 
to help crumble the empire of slav- 
ery, godlessness and bloodshed 
which he is trying to build. 

Christians everywhere’ surely 
must see that the leadership in 
Russia is unspeakably wicked. I be- 
lieve that the three and a half mil- 
lion souls the bolshevik govern- 
ment in Russia has murdered, are 
now being avenged in the Russo- 
German war. The invasion of Fin- 
land the overrunning of Esthonia, 
half of Poland and other small 
countries will be repaid. Sin can- 
not get by. Christians have no 
friendship for communism. But in 
good government, it is a regular 
practice to lighten the punishment 


of who turn 
state’s evidence against bigger . 
criminals. And a‘thief who-will help ~ 
to catch a bigger thief has the as- 
sistance of the government. I had 
far rather see Germany fighting 
godless Russia than fighting Eng- 
land or America or other coun- 
tries innocent of aggression. And 
I believe that the governments of 
England and America do right to 
strengthen Russia in this single 
matter of defense against German 
aggression. It is surely as sensible 
to help Russia stop the Hitler war 
machine as it was to help France 
or help Greece when they attempt- 
ed the same thing. That is not 
friendship with communism, that is 
simply enlisting all the help we can 
get to put down crime and to stop 
this bloody, awful war. If Russia 
will defend democracy in England, 
I am for it, even though Russia 
does not have democracy at home. 
If Russia will defend America by 
stopping Hitler, it is sensible and 
right to encourage them to do So. 

Let no Christian therefore be de- 
ceived by Hitler’s propaganda. Hit-, 
ler-is the enemy of God, the ene- 
my of the Bible, the enemy of 
Christianity, the enemy of the 
rights and liberties of common peo- 
ple everywhere. The defeat of Hit- 
ler is of more concern to Christians 
than it is to anybody else. It is 
foolish and unscriptural and even 
wicked for Christians to actor feel 
as if the awful war, involving about 
five-sixths of the population of the 
whole world, were none of a Chris- 
tian’s business. It is our business! 
If Christians are too selfish, too 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


smaller criminals 


THE SINNER’S REFUGE 


By JOE H. HANKINS, D.D. 
Pastor, First Baptist Church, Little Rock, Arkansas 


(Preached at the First Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, Arkansas, 
Sunday night, July 6, 1941, and 
stenographically reported. ) 


TEXT: Joshua 20:2: “Speak 
to the children of Israel,.say- 
ing, Appoint out.for you cities 
of refuge, whereof I spake un- 
to you by the hand of Moses,” 


These cities of refuge constitute 
one of the outstanding types in the 
Old Testament of salvation through 
Jesus Christ. Again and again in 
the Bible Christ is spoken of as 
the sinner’s refuge. Isaiah, in 
prophesying of Christ,.said, ‘He 


|shall be as an hiding place from 


the wind, and a covert from the 
tempest; as rivers of water in a dry 
place, as the shadow of a great 
rock in a weary land.”’ In the sixth 


chapter of Hebrews Paul speaks of 


Christ as the refuge of the sinner. 
He said, “God, willing more abun- 
dantly to show unto the heirs of 
promise the immutability of his 
counsel, confirmed it by an oath: 
that by two immutable things, in 
which it was impossible for God to 
lie, we might have a strong con- 
solation, who have fied for refuge 
to lay hold upon the hope set be- 
fore us: which hope we have as an 


| |anchor of the soul, both sure and 


steadfast, and which entereth into 
that within the. veil.” 


The principle back of the estab- 
lishment of these cities of refuge 
was the principle in the eastern 
countries at this time of blood re- 
venge. If someone were slain, re- 


gardless of whether it was an ac- 
cident or on purpose, the nearest 
of kin was honor bound to pursue 
the slayer if it took him a lifetime 
to overtak® him —he was never 


|to give up until he had found him 


and slain him in revenge for the 
shedding of the blood of his kins- 
man. Now the similitude.in life and 
the position of a lost soul is that 
there is an avenger of blood on:the 
trail of every lost soul on earth. It 
is the inexorable law of God which 
has said, “The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die.” God’s law has said, “Be 
sure your sin will find you out,” 
There is no such thing as violating 
the law of God and™ getting away 
with it.,.There is no escaping from 
the justice of God’s law. 


somebody wrote a*poem entitled, 
“The Hound of Heaven.” In that 


poem is pictured the’ sheriff after 
a criminal and the blood hounds on 
the trail of that criminal. When 
once those hounds were on the 
criminal’s trail they never lose it. 
He may cross a stream, he may 
cross a desert, he may cross a 
thousand other people’s trails; he 
may go through the thickest traf- 
fic of the busiest street, but this 
blood hound stays on his track and 
keeps following on until finally he 
tracks him down. The analogy is 
that on the trail of every sinnef 
there is the blood hound of heaven, 
and that there is no such thing as 
escaping from God. People don’t 
believe that. They don’t believe that 
sin means judgment and that it 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 
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means judgment every time. There 
is no such thing as sinning and get- 
ting away with it. There is no such 
thing as escaping the justice of 
God, and there’s no such thing as 
getting away from God. The sinner 
has violated God’s law and the pen- 
alty is death. Somebody said, “That 
is mighty cruel.” But friend, the 
laws of God are inexorable, unal- 
terable, unchangeable, just, right, 
and righteous. For a holy God can- 
not compromise with sin, and a 
holy God must also be a just God. 
Even though God _ is merciful, 
“longsuffering and not willing that 
any should perish,’ God ‘cannot, 
without doing violence to His own 
person, without compromising His 
own holiness, without compromis- 
ing His own justice which is as 
vital a part of God as is His mercy 
and grace — God cannot let sin 
go unpunished without destroying 
His law. And once God’s law is de- 
stroyed, we have a universe where 
there is chaos. 

You have the same thing in na- 
ture. If I in ignorance put my hand 
in the fire, I might say that because 
of the fact that I am ignorant it 
ought not to burn. But it will be 
burned just the same, and there is 
no escape. You might just as well 
say that if I walk into the room 
where there is smallpox, and I am 
ignorant of the presence of small- 
pox, I ought not to take the dis- 
ease. But I will take it just the 
same, whether I was aware of it 
or not. You might just as well say 
if in my sleep I should walk off 
the top of a high building some 
night, that because I didn’t know, 
it ought not to hurt me. But I have 
violated the law of nature and will 
be crushed to the ground. When 
you violate the law of health, sick- 
ness comes. Every time you violate 
the law of gravitation you will be 
hurt. And so it is with the law of 
God. “Whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap.” There is 
no escaping the law of God. The 
law of God is the avenger of blood 
and the law of God will bring ev- 
ery sinner to the bar of judgment 
and justice. The law of God is af- 
ter you, and it will get you. Con- 
demnation is hanging over your 
head and the wrath of God abides 
on every unsaved person on earth 
just as surely as this word of God 
is true. I know people try to argue 
that God won’t do this and that. 
But friend, it isn’t my idea of what 
God ought to do that counts, it is 
what God has said He will do. One 
of the strangest things in human 
life is how people try to argue 
about what God ought to do in the 
face of what God has said He will 
do. 

‘When I was in El Dorado in a 
meeting recently I walked back to 
speak to an unsaved man. I said, 
“Are you a Christian.” He an- 


swered, “Well I guess I am.” I re-., 


plied, “‘You guess you are?” Again 
he said, “Yes I reckon I am.” Then 
I said, “Well have you ever been 
born again?” When he said that he 
had not, I asked him what made 
him think that he was a Christian. 
Then he said, “I think I am.” I 
read to him what God’s word says: 
“Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God,” 
and showed him that God included 
him. “But,” he said, “I do not see 
it that way.” I said, ‘‘Man, that is 
as plain as a-b-c.” Then he said, 
“IT think if I believe a thing is so 
that believing makes it so.” I told 
him that that was the strangest 


logic I ever heard. Then I said, 


“All right, if you don’t believe that 
potassium cyanide will poison you, 
take some and see if it won’t kill 
you regardless of what you believe 


about it.” It isn’t what I believe, 


but what God said that men must 
face. And the law of God has said, 
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 
God has also said, “All have sinned 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Entered as second-class matter, 
April 26, 1940, at the post office 
at Wheaton, Illinois, under the Act 
of March 3, 1897. 


EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, 
EDITOR AND PUBLISHER 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Published Weekly at 512 West 
Franklin Street, Wheaton, Illinois 


Subscription Price: $1.00 a year; 

3 years, $2.00 | 

Canada and Foreign Countries: 
$1.25 a year; 3 years, $3.00. 


and come short of the glory of 
God.” 


1. A Refuge Is Needed 


1. The idea of a refuge that is 
mentioned so often in the Bible cer- 
tainly carries with it the thought 
that men are in danger, else why 
do we need a refuge. When I went 
to Whitewright, Texas, as pastor, 


one of the first things I noticed was sin 


that everybody had a storm cellar 
in his yard. When I asked why ev- 
erybody had a storm cellar, they 
answered, “This is a dangerous 
place for cyclones.” Then they be- 
gan to tell me how tornadoes had 
swept over the country and literal- 
ly hundreds of people were killed 
and homes were destroyed, and 
since that time, they said, ‘Nobody 
builds a house without a storm cel- 
lar.” I found that they not only 
built storm cellars, but that they 
spent a third of the nights in those 
cellars. Every time a cloud would 
come up everybody would get up 
and go into the storm cellar. They 
had beds down there so they could 
go on to sleep and let the storm 
come. They recognized the fact 
that there was danger. And the 
fact that God speaks so often of a 
refuge certainly implies there is 
great danger for the sinner with- 
out Christ. The first thing he is in 
danger of is sin. I tell you tonight 
sin is the most dangerous thing 
man has ever tampered: with. For 
the life of me I cannot understand 
why men will trifle with sin when 
all anybody has to do to recognize 
the danger of sin is just to open 
his eyes and look around — look 
at the broken homes, the wrecked 
lives, the broken hearts; look at the 
wrecked and ruined bodies, the dis- 
eased minds, and the poor wretches 
whom sin has wrecked and ruined 
and robbed of everything. The most 
dangerous thing in the world is sin, 
and every unsaved person on earth 
is exposed to the dangers of sin. 
There is only one place where we 
can be safe from the destruction, 
the tragedy, the heartache and 
heartbreak of sin and that is under 
the blood of Jesus Christ. It is 
the only safe place on earth where 
your life, your home and family 
can be anchored safely from the 
tragedy and* dangers of sin. Yet 
people think it is smart and clever 
to dabble with sin. 


I can’t help thinking about the 
dances they are putting on for the 
soldiers — the thing I mentioned 
in the pulpit this morning. I told 
you how they are asking for young 
women between the ages of 18 and 
30 to be dance partners for the sol- 
diers. I learned this afternoon the 
reason they are asking for women 
between 18 and 30 is that every 
time they put on a dance for sol- 
diers these little girls from 12 to 
15 years old just swamp the place, 
and the soldiers have gotten sick 
and tired of it. Well, if those dear 
girls had some mothers at home 
they would be at home where they 
belong. But the mothers themselves 
are out yonder in sin, and the chil- 
dren are out exposed to the dangers 
of the most damning thing on 
earth. Sin is dangerous. It is like 
what the old lady said about a gun. 
She said, “I don’t want to fool with 
a gun. It is dangerous without lock, 
stock or barrel. For,” said she, 
“My husband got mad at me one 
day and nearly killed me with the 
ram-rod, and I don’t want anything 
to do with a gun because it is dan- 
gerous.”’ There is no form in which 
sih is not dangerous. It is more 
dangerous than a rattlesnake; sin 
is more dangerous than the forked 
lightning; sin is more dangerous 
than the battlefields of Europe. It 
is causing more death, more blood 
shed, more heartaches, more 
wrecked and ruined lives than all 
the battles that are being fought 
around the world. 


The sinner is not only exposed 
to the dangers of sin, but to: the: 
wiles of the devil. God’s word says 
that the devil “goes up and down 
the earth like a mighty roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may de- 
vour,” and he is no respecter of 
persons. He will come into your 
home and steal the flower of your 
home. He will come into my home, 
if he can, and steal the flower of 
my heart and home. He is abroad 
in the land to blind, deceive and de- 
stroy. And sinner friend, you are 
in danger, for when he gets his 
clutches on you, he blinds, grinds, 
destroys and drags you into hell. 

You are also exposed to the 
wrath of God. Listen to it: “For 
the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who hold 
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indifferent, and too heartless to be 
alarmed and aroused by Hitler’s 
course of world empire, then they 
must expect to face the utter ruin 
of civilization and at last the frown 
of an angry God who hates Hitler’s 


I want to.consider briefly, from a 
Christian viewpoint, the principal 
issues connected with the rise and 
career and the godless ambition of 
the madman, Hitler. 


1. Hitler aims at the destruction 
of the Bible and Christianity. In 
Germany today the Bible has.been 
re-written. The Nazi version of the 
Bible has been changed to leave out 
any reference to Christ coming 
from the Jews, to omit the mira- 
cles, and specially to omit the 
teaching of the blood atonement 
and the need for a new birth by 
faith in Christ. Dr. Jaques Martin 
Barzun, assistant professor of his- 
tory in Columbia University, has 
written a recent book, “Darwin, 
Marz, Wagner,’ and in this book 
this history teacher in America’s 
largest university, traces the pres- 
ent world war and the career of 
Hitler back to “the fatalistic idea 
that evolution and progress are the 
result of the survival of the fittest 
in a struggle to the death for life.” 
The Time magazine for June 16, 
1941, reviews the book. The cur- 
rent Sunday School Times also 
calls attention to it. Darwin’s ev- 
olution, denying the Bible account 
of creation and undermining fun- 
damental Bible Christianity by his 
guesses and hypotheses is named 
along with Karl Marx, and Richard 
Wagner, the German composer and 
poet, as beginning, about 1859, the 
trail that led Hitler and Germany 
into their present revolt against 
Christianity, democracy and moral- 
ity. The Sunday School Times 
quotes Time magazine as saying, 
“Paganism, streamlined and arro- 
gant, has reconquered more of Eu- 
rope than it has held for a thou- 
sand years.” 


How strange that secular his- 
torians and news writers should 
discover before the preachers do, 
that the present world war is a 


| war against Christianity, and that 


Hitler himself is a pagan, the 
champion of the pagans developed 
by the German universities who 
first led the vanguard of rational- 
ism and evolution’ and’ atheism. 
Present day Germany does not be- 
lieve that God created man in His 
own image, does not believe that 
wicked men must face the judg- 
ment of an angry God, does not 
believe in Hell and Heaven nor the 
deity and Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
So the Bible has been mutilated, 
religion has been paganized, the 
hearts of the young people espe- 
-Cially have been stolen away from 
Christianity. And Hitler himself 
has been reliably reported to con- 
sult with astrologers and spiritual- 
istic mediums in connection with 
evil spirits, before great decisions 
are made. | 

In fact, there are many evidences 


the truth in unrighteousness.”’ You 
talk about the wrath of a storm 
that sweeps everything in its path, 
the wrath of an earthquake that 
tears down anything man can 
build; talk about the wrath in the 
convulsions of nature, but when the 
wrath of God is turned loose on this 
world God says the sun will hang 
in the heavens “black as sackcloth, 
and the moon as blood; and the 
stars of heaven will fall unto the 
earth, even as a fig tree casteth 
her untimely figs, when she is 
shaken of a mighty wind... And 
the kings of the earth, and the 
great man, and the rich men, and 
the chief captains, and the mighty 
men shall hide themselves in the 
‘dens and in the rocks of the moun-_ 
tains; And say to the mountains 
and rocks, Fall’ on us, and hide 
us from the face of him that sitteth 
on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb: For the great day 
of his wrath is come and who shall 
be able to stand?” The wrath of 
God abideth on the soul of every 
lost person around the world to- 
night, and he needs a refuge — a 
safe place in*which to find shelter. 


2. The Cities of Refuge 
1. There were six of them — 
three on one side of the Jordan —: 
three on the other side. They were 
conveniently located so that wher- 


dentally slew his fellowman, he was 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


ever'a man might be when he acci-_| 


CHRISTIANS AND HITLER 


that Hitler is devil-possessed, that 
he has help from demons and is 
controlled by a kind of satanic in- 


‘sanity. That paper hanger is not 


merely a genius with brains to 
eonquer Europe. Rather, he is a 
man sold out to evil and helped 
by Satan as an enemy of the Bible 
and of Christ and Christianity! 


2. Hitler has steadily persecuted 
Christians. When the Baptist World 
Alliance met in Berlin some years 
ago, many American Christians 
swallowed the propaganda of Hit- 
ler and told of the freedom Bap- 
tists had in Germany. Hitler has 
likewise used many Catholics to 
try to make friends with Catholic 
peoples in other countries. But the 
simple fact is that always when 
Christians have had genuine con- 
victions and have remained true 
to the Word of God and to New 
Testament Christianity, they have 
been persecuted under Hitler’s re- 
gime, wherever that conflicted with 
the pagan worship and the muti- 
lated Bible and the spiritualistic 
seances of Hitler. 


Martin Niemoeller is a classic 
example. This Lutheran pastor was 
a submarine captain during the 
first world war. He was a popular 
idol, greatly beloved. But when he 
became a Lutheran pastor, he had 
real and genuine convictions about 
fundamental Christian truth. Ear- 
ly' in Hitler’s regime Niemoeller 
was put in prison, and now for 
long years has suffered for his 
faith in Christ. Niemoeller was not 
imprisoned for political opposition 
to Hitler. He offered to again take 
a captaincy of a German subma- 
rine in this war if he should be re- 
leased. But he would not put Hit- 
ler above Christ, and so has lan- 
guished in‘ jail as a victim of Hit- 
ler’s wrath, : 

In the Saturday Evening Post 
for August 9th, 1941, Demaree 
Bess, internationally famous war 
correspondent, tells how on July 
6th, Catholic bishops in Germany 
issued a letter protesting the Nazi 
anti-religious steps. The letter was 
framed ‘“‘at the grave of St. Boni- 
face” they said, and was read from 
pulpits throughout Germany say- 
ing that Nazi propaganda gave re- 
ligious Germans a choice betweén 
“Christ and the Fatherland.” That 
is, even Catholic bishops in Ger- 
many agree that one cannot remain 
true to Christ and yet remain true 
to the present program of Germany 
under Hitler. Hitler has confiscated 
church property in many cases, has 
jailed monks and nuns, and is man- 
ifestly determined to bring both 
Protestants and Catholics to his 
Christless, godless, anti-Bible pa- 
gan religion. It seems obvious that 
no one could love Jesus Christ and 
hate Jews as Hitler hates them and 
has taught Germany to hate them. 
It would be foolish to expect Hitler 
to worship 4 Christ who was born 
to be King of the Jews, or to fol-. 
low a Bible which was written by 
Jews under divine inspiration. Jew- 
hate is a perverted form of Christ- 
hate, and is certain proof of an 
unchristian spirit. Any person who 
will hate and persecute and mur- 
der Jews and confiscate their prop- 
erty and torture them for gain, 
would do the same for Christians, 
if he had the same prospect of 
gain -by that wicked persecution. 

3. The rotten standard of moral- 
ity in Germany under Hitler an& 
the Nazis is pagan and antichris- 
tian. It is not that German people, 
like all people everywhere, are hu- 
man and sinful, but that under Hit- 
ler certain sins are exalted as vir- 
tue and the standards are wicked, 
pagan standards, deliberately con- 
tradicting the teaching of Chris- 
tianity. — 

- By nature German people are no 
more. wicked than Americans. On 
this question, Romans 3:22, 23 
says: “There is no difference: for 
all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God.” But if in Amer- 
ica we should set out to make ly- 
ing a national virtue, to boast that 
robbing the weak and poor is all 
right for us white people who are 
destined to rule the world; to teach 
that for a girl to surender her 
virtue to a soldier in uniform is 
perfectly proper and that she will 
be cared for by the government for 
making happy a god-like Ameri- 
can soldier, and if we. should teach 
that the murder of negroes by 
whites and the murder of Jews by 
Gentiles, and the robbing and op- 
pression of all foreigners is per- 
fectly legitimate and proper for 
native Americans — I say if we 
should teach that in America, then 


we would be following exactly the 
pattern Hitler and his government 
is officially following in Germany. 
America is godless and wicked 
enough, we know. May God lead us 
to repent! But the American gov- 
ernment, the American congress, 
and the laws of our land do not 
yet teach that a lie is“better than 
the truth, that murder, exploita- 
tion of the poor, oppression of mi- 
norities, and the ruthless seizing 
of all that we want, though it be 
owned by others, is right and prop- 
er and moral. 

Hitler, in his book Mein Kampf, 
in which he outlines his philosophy 
of life and his aim for himself 
and Germany, boldly says that the 
bigger the lie the better in bring- 
ing Germany to world conquest and 
world power. He openly espouses 
murder, terrorism, the fomenting 
of strikes and hate, the breakdown 
of governments through bribery, 
corruption and propagdnda. He 


‘openly avows his intentions to 


break down the morality taught in 
the Bible, and thus make himself 
and the German people the masters 
of the world by force, by propa- 
ganda, by murder and enslavement. 
I say Christians should be more 
concerned about such issues as this 
than anybody else in the world. 

4, Nazi scheme is intended to put 
an end to Christian missions 
around the world. The sinking of 
the Egyptian ship, the Zam Zam, 
with over a hundred missionaries 
for Africa on board, was no acci- 
dent. It was the well planned work 
of a devilish hate against Chris- 
tianity. And American missionaries 
were finally sent by long and ex- 
pensive routes back home, while 
British missionaries are still in 
concentration camps!. What harm 
would American missionaries do 
Germany in Africa? And what jus- 
tification is there for the putting 
of British missionaries, non-com- 
batants, interested primarily in 
winning souls — what justification 
is there for placing these in a con- 
centration camp? Hatred for Eng- 
land, yes, but also hatred for real 
Christianity. 

When Italy took over Ethiopia, 
illegally, without excuse, and by 
horrible slaughter of helpless and 
unarmed negroes, American mis- 
sionaries were driven out of the 
country, and some missionaries of 
the Sudan Interior Mission are yet 
in America, unable to return, I 
understand. Even across the bor- 
der, but near Ethiopia, an Italian 
plane machine-gunned missionaries 
who did not leave after the first 
warning from Italy. Italy’s position 
is akin to that of Germany, her 
partner in crime. And Japen has 
long been insisting that even Chris- 
tians must bow to the shrines of 
emporer worship, taking part in 
the heathen religion of Japan and 
Korea. The Axis powers are united 
in throttling Christian missions. 
German. Christians are no longer 
allowed to send money to the sup- 
port of missionaries. In Norway, 
where many Christians are mis- 
sionary-minded, the sending of 
funds to support foreign mission- 
aries among the heathen has been 


restricted and forbidden by the 


German war lords who have en- 
slaved the people. 

You Christians who say that the 
war is none of your business; you 
nice, pharisaical Christians who are 
too good to fight, and who talk 
about your citizenship being in 
Heaven so that you don’t care what 
happens to the poor and oppressed 
in this world —- do you think” it 
is any of your business if Hitler 
wins and if every missionary in 
the world has to stop his business ?- 
If every American missionary is 
sent home from China and India 


and from. Africa, as they surély . 
will*be seht home or placed in con- ,« 


centration camps, or put at forced 
labor, if Germany wins over Eng- 
land — will you still think that 
is none of your business? 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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The Sinner’s Refuge 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


close by a place of refuge. It might 
| bein Dan, or Beersheba or over in 
| the land of Ephraim. It might be 
_ on the other side of the Jordan or 
near Jerusalem wherever he 
happened to be the cities were so 
located that it was only a half- 
day’s run to them. What does it 
mean? It means that in Jesus 
Christ there is a refuge provided 
close by every sinner who will flee 
to it. When the Bible says “flee,” 
it certainly means to run — run 
from sin, run from: the devil, run 
from the wrath of God, run for 
cover and for safety. A lot of peo- 
ple criticize me for some things I 
preach about hell, etc., saying that 
I am trying to scare somebody. 
Well, brother, I wish I’ could. Old 
John the Baptist didn’t hesitate to 
“flee from the 
wrath to come.” Jesus didn’t hesi- 
tate to warn people of the damna- 
tion of hell. But people will hesi- 
tate to admonish people to escape, 
criticise you for preaching about 


’ those things and for telling death- 


bed stories and say, “You are try- 
ing to scare us.” Why not tell 
death-bed stories? For it is true 
that every one of us is going to 
lie on a death-bed some day. Then 
we will need a refuge more than 
- ever in our lives. We will need a 
place to go for safety in an hour 
like that. But thank God, there is 
one close by which is Jesus Christ. 
Listen: ‘‘The word is nigh thee, 
even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart, that is the ‘word of. faith 


which we preach, that if thou shalt 


confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved; For with 
the heart man believeth unto right- 
eousness; and with the mouth con- 
fession is made unto salvation.” 
God says that right in your mouth 
is the word that will save your 
soul — believe with your heart, and 
confess with your mouth, and you 
shall be saved. That is how near 
it is; that is how easy it is. Paul 
said, “God hath made of one blood 
all nations of men for to dwell on 
all the face of. the earth, and hath 
determined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of their 
habitation; That they should seek 
the Lord, if happily they might feel 
after him, and find him, though he 
be not far from every one of us. 
For in him we live, and move and 
have our being.” He is closer than 
the person sitting next to you; He 
is easier to approach than your 
own wife or child; He is more un- 
derstanding than your precious 
mother. God has made it easy to 
reach and find Christ — Christ 
hasn’t concealed himself. 


2. These cities were appointed of 
God as a place of refuge. The safe- 
_ ty was not in their gates and walls, 
for there were no walls around 
them, but the safety of the slayer 
was in the fact that God had ap- 
pointed that place and made a 
promise that when he got in he 
was saved. A man said to me, “I 
cannot understand how just believ- 
ing and trusting Christ would save 
me from’ my sin. You said repent 
and trust Jesus Christ, but I can- 
not understand how that could do 
it.” I said, “Well, I can tell you 
how it will do it — because God 
said so. It is God’s appointed way.” 


It is foolishness to men — men 


cannot understand it and want to 
- make it difficult and mysterious. 
- But God has said, “If thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved.” That is the reason it will do 
' it, whether it seems logical to you 
' or-not. It is God’s appointed way, 
and Christ is God’s appointed ref- 
ce uge. | 

_ 8. These cities had wide suburbs. 
' These suburbs extended for miles 
' around. This was to make it still 


'. easier for the sinner to get there. 
» When fleeing he didn’t have to get 
- all.the way to the sanctuary, but 
' the minute he put his foot inside 
of that boundary line, miles out 


_ yonder from the city, that minute 
' he could stop and rest. And the 


_ avenger of blood, even though he 
_ had all but laid hold on him, had to 


right there, and couldn’t go 
fe another step after him. And listen 
_ friend, he was just as safe the 
mifiute he stepped over the line as 
he was when he had been in every 
house on every street and had been 
in. sanctuary —- acquainted 
: re with the rulers of the city. And you 


pee 


are e just as — a child of God 


the minute you put your faith in 
Him as you will be after you have 
been in heaven a million -years and 
just as safe as the greatest Chris- 
tian that ever lived on earth. | 


4. Every road to these cities was 
kept open all the time. Every ob- 
stacle in the road was cleared out 
that nothing might cause man to 
stumble or hinder in any way. Ev- 
ery by-road was marked. And to 
be sure that nobody would miss 
the way, God had them to put two 
men on each road day and night 
that when a man was fleeing down 
that road he might have somebody 
to guide him. I think these two 
guides must represent the word of 
God and the Holy Spirit and, if you 
will listen to them, you will never 
miss the way. The way was so 
plain that nobody could miss it, and 
it was cleared out so that nobody 
would stumble, The way of salva- 
tion is so plain that “wayfaring 
men, though fools, shall not err 
therein.” A little child can under- 
stand Jesus when He said, “Come 
unto me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” There are a lot of things 
we cannot understand, but a little 
child can understand John 3:16: 
“For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth on him. shall 
not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” There are many things you 
will never understand about the Bi- 
Bible, but a little child can under- 
stand God when He said, “As many 
as received him to them gave he 
the power to become the sons of 
God.” A little child can understand 
‘John 5:24: ‘Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on Him that sent me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life.’’ What 
does it mean? Friend, it means 
that if you go to hell it will be 
your own fault. If you go to hell 
it will not be because God hasn’t 
cleared the way to heaven for you; 
it will not be because God hasn’t 
made the way plain or provided ad- 
equate refuge. You can’t lose the 
way if you want to find it. Those 
two faithful guides on the road, 
the word of God and the Holy 
Spirit, will put you there. 


3. Significance of the Names 
of These Cities 


1. Kadesh — a holy place, or a 
refuge for the unclean, God de- 
mands holiness, absolute holiness, 
before anybody can live in His 
presence. But thank God in Jesus 
Christ that holiness is provided. 
We are clothed in his righteous- 
ness. “He is made unto us right- 
eousness, and sanctification and re- 
demption,” says the Word of God. 


2. Shechem — a shoulder or a 
refuge for the weary. It reminds 
us of the story Christ gave us of 
the shepherd seeking the lost sheep, 
and when he found him, he laid 
him on his shoulder. I want you to 
notice that he didn’t find him and 
set him out of the ditch and send 
him on his way home, but he put 
him on his shoulder and carried 
him home. O sinner, the devil says 
if you are saved, you can’t hold out, 
but God says that when the shep- 
herd finds his sheep, he puts him 
on his shoulder and carries him all 
the way home. I remind you too 
that all the strength of the shep- 
herd is underneath the sheep that 
is on his shoulder. 

"3. Hebron -— fellowship, or a 
refuge.for the homeless. Man is 
a spiritual homeless wanderer — 
no home, no fellowship, till he finds 
it in Christ. 

4, Bezer — a stronghold, or a 
refuge for the helpless. It means 
a place of safety for the helpless. 
O sinner, you are helpless to do 
anything toward saving yourself, 
but there is a stronghold which is 
near for the helpless. 

5. Ramoth — exalted, or a refuge 
for the hopeless. By nature we are 
not only without strength and help- 
less, but we are “without God and 
having no hope in the world.” 
Christ who has been exalted at the 
Father’s right hand and given a 
name above every name is our only 
hope. Jesus is our Ramoth, flee to 
Him for refuge and them you are 
exalted with Him and safe in Him. 


6. Golan — separated, or a ref- 
uge for the tempted. Many a lost 
person has hesitated on the verge 
of a decision for Christ because he 
felt that he could not hold out after 
being saved. But if we have fled to 


Christ for refuge from the wrath 


of God and from the dangers of 
sin and eternal damnation, we 
should realize that the same ref- 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Are You a Con- 


scientious Objector? 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


not the nation. They do not “rightly 
divide the word of truth” (II Tim. 
2:15). The same God who said to 
the individual, ‘“‘Thou shalt not 
kill,” said to the nation, “If any 
man shall shed blood, by man shall 
his blood be shed.” Thus if a man 
as an individual kills another. he 
violates God’s law. Likewise the 
nation which does not kill such an 
one also violates God’s law. In oth- 
er instances also God gives the na- 
tion not only the right, but the ob- 
ligation to kill. A soldier or sailor 
who kills in battle is not acting as 
an individual upon his own initia- 
tive, or according to his own de- 
sires, but upon the authority of and 
as a representative of the national 
government, and is as guiltless of 
murder as were the ancient Israel- 
ites wii0 carried out the instruc- 
tions as recorded in Lev. 20, to 
“Put to death,’ to “Stone with 
stones” to “Burn with fire.” 

As for the writer Tertullian’s 
statement that Jesus Christ dis- 
armed all soldiers by disarming 
Peter — he no doubt meant well, 
but God’s word does not support 
him. In the first place Peter was 
not a soldier and had no right to 
try to kill or even wound another 
person. Secondly-the Lord did not 


disarm him.--He merely told him: 


to replace his sword.in its sheath, 
not to discard it. Could a soldier 
with a .45 pistol in its holster be 
called disarmed? Thirdly, which 
probably should be first — Peter 
was attempting to interfere with 
God’s pian of sacrificing His Son 
for a sin-sick world. The words of 
our Lord at the time prove this. He 
said (John 18:11), “The cup which 
my father hath given me, shall I 
not drink it?” He also states (Jn. 
12:27), “But for this cause came 
I to this hour,” 


some groups claim that they owe 
no allegiance to any worldly power 
because they have a “heavenly citi- 
zenship.”’ Most of them pay taxes 
in some form, such taxes being 
used for national defense—yet they 
refuse to actually bear arms. They 
live’ under the protection of..an 
earthly power but will not contrib- 
ute- personal service toward mili- 
tary maintenance of this power. 
They accept police protection (po- 
lice also bear arms), yet refuse to 
bear arms in their country’s pro- 
tection. Such groups are manifestly 
inconsistent. 


If such groups are evangelistic 
at all they will concede that it 
would be well if the U. S. were 


uge which is effective for these is 


also sufficient refuge from _ the: 


tempter throughout life. “For in 
that he himself hath suffered being 
tempted, he is able to succor them 
that are tempted.” God’s word has 
also assured every believer that 
“no temptation hath taken you but 
such as is common to man: but 
God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye 
are able; but will with the tempta- 
tion also make a way to escape, 
that -ye may be able to bear it.” 


Jesus must be our all- -in-all if we 


would be perfectly sheltered from 
the curse, from the world, the flesh 
and the devil and delivered in ev- 
ery temptation. 

These names that I give you all 
refer to Christ. We learn that in 
Christ we have a refuge for the un- 
clean; holiness for the unholy; a 
shoulder, or a place for the weary to 
rest; fellowship, or a refuge for the 
homeless; a stronghold, or strength 
for the helpless; exaltation, or a 
refuge for the hopeless, and sep- 


aration—a refuge for the tempted. 


That is the reason Paul said, “Who 
shall separate you from the love 
of Christ? shall tribulation, or dis- 
tress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
. . I am persuaded that nei- 
ther death, nor life, fior angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
That is the reason Paul said, 
“There is a refuge, which is a hope, 
both sure and steadfast, and which 
entereth into that within the veil.” 
Flee to Jesus tonight — out of 
the dangers—away from the wrath 
of God — away from the damna- 
tion of hell — away from the wiles 
of the devi!. Come to Jesus, the 
sinner’s refuge and only hope. 
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made up entirely of Christians. If 
such were the case then, according 
to them, no citizen could bear arms, 
and Hitler, Stalin and the rest of 
the God-haters could move in, sup- 
press the teaching of Christianity, 
rewrite the Bible, etc. God does not 
do things for us we can do for our- 
selves. The theory that He will 
take care of His children without 
their doing anything is as absurd 
as the extreme view of Divine heal- 
ing. 

Peter writes (I Peter 2:13), 
“Submit yourselves to every ordi- 
nance of man for the Lord’s sake.”’ 


Paul says somewhat the same 
thing only he makes it stronger 
(Rom. 13:1-7): “Let every soul be 
subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of 
God. 2. Whosoever therefore resist- 
eth the power, resisteth the ordi- 
nance of God: and they that resist 
shall receive unto themselves dam- 
nation. 3. For rulers are not a 
terror to good works, but to the 
evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid 
of the power? do that which is 
good, and thou shalt have praise 
of the same: 4. For he is the minis- 
ter of God to thee for good. But 
if thou do that which is evil, be 
afraid; for he beareth not the 
sword in vain:for he is the minister 
of God, a revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil. 
5. Wherefore ye must be subject 
not only for wrath, but also for 
conscience sake. 6. For this cause 
pay ye tribute also; for they are 
God’s ministers, attending contin- 
ually upon this very thing. 7. Ren- 
der therefore to all their dues; trib- 
ute to whom tribute is due, custom 
to whom custom, fear to whom 
fear; honor to whom honor.”’ 


That second verse is strong lan- 
guage, and plain. How can any 
Christian, who really reads what is 
written in God’s word instead of 
what someone tells them it means, 
do aught else but bear arms 
to defend his country~if needed? 
Upon what scripture can a Chris- 
tian justify his action in hiding be- 
hind the very privileges (freedom 
of speech, press, and worship) 
which were purchased for us with 
the blood of our fathers, many of 
whom were God-fearing Christians, 
to spread the false doctrine that a 
Christian can not fight for his coun- 
try? 

Our Lord never raised a hand 
to defend himself, but when He 
saw God’s house being desecrated 
(John 2:14-16), it did not take 
Him long to take a whip (a wea- 
pon) and drive out the money- 
changers. 

Christ also taught that we have 
a responsibility to our country 
when He said, “Render, therefore 
unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s.” 

God created man a free moral 
agent with the freedom to choose 
between right and wrong, belief 
and unbelief, life and death. It is 
logical to assume that God wanted 
man to continue to enjoy this free- 
dom. Some European nations have 
lost this priceless liberty. Our own 
nation however, was builded on a 
foundation of religious freedom, by 
men who had the courage of their 
convictions. I, for one, (and I know 
many other Christian service men 
and civilians who feel the same) 


even though I should hate to see 


our country involved in war, would 
be willing to do what is required 
of me, by my government to help 
preserve that liberty, even though 
it would mean taking life, or giving 
it. 

In I Tim. 5:8 we find, ‘‘But if a 
man provide not for his own, and 
specially for those of his own 
house, he hath denied the faith, 
and is worse than an infidel.” That 
also is. strong language. Is it not 
reasonable to suppose that the 
verse could apply to providing and 
maintaining liberty to worship God 
as one sees fit, equally as well as 
it could to providing food, clothing, 
shelter, and education? 

From the foregoing we see that 
a Christian has an obligation to 
his government as well as one to- 
ward his family and one toward 
God, All three obligations are God- 
given, therefore sacred. God does 
not impose conflicting obligations 
on His children. 


One writer even goes so far as| 


to say that the very words “Chris- 
tian’ and “soldier” are contradic- 
tory, and it is blasphemy to asso- 
ciate the two. That, of course, is 
his own idea, and unscriptural. For 


we find Paul using the words “sol- 
dier of Jesus Christ,” in II Tim. 2: 
8. To this writer and others like 


him I can furnish the names of 
Christian service men who are 
definitely reborn and not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ; men 


‘who are depending solely upon 


the finished work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ for their salvation, not their 
own works; men who having been 
saved through faith in the atoning 
blood of Jesus Christ are depending 
upon the daily guidance of God’s 
word and the leading of the Holy 
Spirit instead of the disloyal, un- 
American, unscriptural. teachings 
of some pseudo-religious groups, 
and the honestly mistaken opin- 
ions of others. 


In Luke 3:14 we find our Lord’s 
cousin, John the Baptist, instruct- 
ing the soldiers to “. . . be content 
with your wages.” This shows quite 
plainly that he expected’ them to 
continue as soldiers.. At that time 
Rome was not experiencing a na- 
tional emergency as we are now. 
The soldiers were merely to keep 
the conquered nations in line. How 
much more should we be willing 
to serve and protect our country, 
now that the open Bible and the 
principles of religious and person- 
al liberty and justice for which it 
stands appear to be at stake. 


If every service man who ac- 
cepts Christ should desert (as some 
would apparently have them do) 
how would the rest be evangelized ? 
Our job as Christians is to spread 
the gospel, not to.place obstacles. 
The placing of obstacles by well- 
meaning but mistaken people was 
the reason for the writing of Acts 
15:28-29. There is no prohibition 
to the bearing of arms noted there. 

War is a nasty mess. There is no 
use in mincing words. There is 
nothing nice about it. Neither is 
there anything nice about the as- 
pect of a surgeon incising an ab- 
scess. However, under certain con- 
ditions war is just as necessary for 
removing poisonous conditions from 
national and world affairs as the 
incision of an abscess is for the re- 
moval of a poisonous condition 
from an individual. Each process 
causes a certain amount of pain 
and damage. The basic cause for 
each is the same—SIN. War is 
never nice, but it is preferable. to 
peace under shameful or dishonor- 
able conditions. 


Every service man who accepts 
Christ as his Saviour and Lord 
must sooner or later meet face to 
face the question of whether or not 
his particular line of service to his 
country meets the approval of God; 
and must answer it to himself, be- 
fore God, honestly, intelligently and 
scripturally. 


The existence of honest ‘‘consci- 
entious objectors” is recognized by 
the writer, and by the government. 
It is held, however, that this mat- 
ter should be decided by each in- 
dividual Christian not by con- 
science, but by a prayerful effort 
to discover God’s wille through 
reading His word and through 
prayer, and wgthout any undue out- 
side influence being exercised. This 
paper is not intended to unduly in- 
fluence any one who has arrived 
at his views solely through the 


Jreading of God’s word, whatever 


those views may be, nor to further 
the views of any individual. The 
purpose is to make plain from sev- 
eral different portions of God’s 
word that a Christian is expected 
by God to do what his government 
requires of him. 

There is no remedy to ‘end all 
physical illness. Neither is there a 
war to-end all war. Lasting peace 
among the nations cannot exist un-- 
til after the return of the Prince of 
Peace. The believer, however, be he 
soldier or civilian, may have peace 
within even though he is surround- 
ed by war (Romans 5:1). 
fore being justified by. faith, we 
have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.’’ (Isaiah 26:2): 
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee.” 
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